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he kneWj a considerable body of opinion, strong if silent., which
at a time when foreign newspapers were warning solemnly their
readers against risking their lives holiday-making in Germany,,
wanted a government able and willing enough to keep the peace. He
had no intention of driving Hitler too far; all he wanted was to
bring him to a sense of reality and he relied on Hitler's recognition
of the existence of that opinion and of the fact of returning pros-
perity to work a miracle. He therefore viewed with equanimity the
intrigues of which he was kept fully informed—the most cynical
of all the intrigues—between the Centrum and a section of the
National Socialist leadership, with the aim of forming a parlia-
mentary anti-government majority. With all their faults there were
few astuter politicians than the Centrist leaders; not a few of
them were honest democrats of the 1919 type, and even if of late
the leadership had become more clerical and therefore even more
astute though less democratic., they were at the moment blinded
by rancorous hate and the burning desire to have revenge for
Bruening's fall. They were prepared to risk everything to secure
Papen's downfall; the maintenance of the Republic had become a
secondary consideration, whatever their hopes of proving to
Hitler that democratic professions would be profitable. For
Bruening's sake they had weakened its foundations; for Bruening's
sake they were ready to push it over. They declared open war on
the "barons' cabinet/' and with the denunciations of the bishops
and the echoes of Potempa still ringing in their ears they cheerfully
appealed to the champions of the infamous five as fellow Catholics,
if excommunicated ones, and actually in the year 1932 proposed
a new version of the blue-black bloc. To the critics the Bavarian
wing put up the plea that coming to terms with Hitler was not
shaking hands with murder but was the only way to save federal-
ism., a plea that was neither valid nor honest, for they knew per-
fectly well that Hitler was more ferocious a centralist than ever
Papen was or was likely to be. It is bad to choose the greater evil
through stupidity; it is criminal to choose it for revenge. Papen,
as accomplished a Jesuit as any of them, bided his time; it was to
him not to Kaas that Hitler would ultimately have to turn.
Ignoring everyone he appealed to the nation simply as the

